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sible to build leaders and 
one day make a change 
through their actions for 
future generations. 
 
The Iu Mien Scholarship 
Fund has been in existence 
for many years. It continues 
to make a positive impact 
in young scholars’ lives with 
the tremendous generosity 
of our committed donors, 
members, and sponsors. 
Because of these individu-
als we will be able to sup-
port, guide and allow the 
youth to be a step closer to 
their dreams. Thank you in 
advance. Please contribute 
and help in any way possi-
ble.  
 

- Cynthia Phan 
IMSF recipient 2008 

 

When I graduated from 
Oakland High in June of 
2008, I was very excited 
to be the first in my family 
to attend college. I started 
off my first year of college 
career at UC Davis where I 
was able to gain the ex-
perience of being inde-
pendent, living in the dorms 
and experiencing what 
college life is all about. I 
was able to meet new 
friends and learned a lot 
about myself. In 2013, I 
received my associate de-
gree in Health Science 
from Merritt Community 
College. I am planning to 
go back to school to obtain 
my bachelors degree in 

Health Science.  
 

Receiving the scholarship 
meant a lot to me by show-
ing me that the Iu Mien 
community really strives in 

supporting and caring 
about the young scholars 
of their community in pursu-
ing higher education. The 
IMSF scholarship helped 
take a little burden off of 
my shoulders because I 
was able to use this schol-
arship towards textbooks 

and other expenses.    

 
I am a past recipient, 
therefore I decided to con-
tribute to my community by 
becoming an IMSF commit-
tee member to stay con-
nected to my Iu Mien iden-
tity and to help my commu-
nity make a positive differ-
ence in someone’s life one 
way or another.  
 
I am currently an academic 
mentor at an afterschool 
program at Roosevelt Mid-
dle School through the East 
Bay Asian Youth Center 
(EBAYC) in Oakland where 
I provide homework assis-
tance to a diverse group 
of students and facilitate a 
cooking enrichment.  
 
I feel the theme for this 
year’s banquet applies to 
the Iu Mien community be-
cause it is sending a posi-
tive message that it is pos-

Cynthia Phan, Class of  2008 

 

Special points of interest: 

 2014 Scholarship Ap-

plications are available 

at www.limcacenter.org 

 Applications must be 

postmarked by May 5, 

2014  

 This year’s event is on 

June 27th in Oakland  

 We need your help: 

Become a supporter of 

IMSF  
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All throughout high school, I was 
hesitant. Worried that I would not 
get into the college that I wanted to 
go to and that, once I got there, 
would not be able to succeed. The 
latter was what made me the most 
anxious. How was I going to suc-
ceed at something that was going 

to be so difficult? 

Attending the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, I have experienced. 
first-hand, what it is that makes 
college so difficult. It is the excel-
lence. The academics are rigorous, 
the environment is tense with com-

petition, and dealing with change is 
unsettling. But despite such difficul-
ties, having been given the privi-
lege to attend such an institution of 
higher learning and being able to 
experience these challenges has 
helped me grow and develop so 

much. 

Another aspect of college that I 
have encountered are the financial 
burdens associated with striving for 
a higher education.  Aside from 
tuition, there are living costs, books, 
class supplies, and a myriad of 
other costs which contribute to the 
accumulation of college expenses. 
Burdens such as these should come 

after a student’s studies. 

Should I not have been awarded 
the IMSF scholarship, the pressures 
of college would have taken a huge 
toll on me.  So it is very important 
that students receive the financial 
support needed to focus on their 
academics, not their hindrances. 
Having this scholarship really light-
ened the financial burden and 

allowed me to focus on my studies. 

Being that this is my first year at UC 
Berkeley, the environment of this 
school is a huge culture shock to me, 
having to adapt to this level of 
academic excellence that I had not 
yet been exposed to. This exposure 
made me realize the immensity of 
this world and actually made me 

feel insignificant as an individual.  I 
began to question my place in the 
world. Moreover, I began to ques-
tion my people's place in the world. 
To my knowledge, the Iu Mien have 
gone since the dawn of our people, 
with little recognition; from our 
ancient homeland in China, to the 
refugee camps of Thailand, and 
also here in the U.S. Even today 
upon introducing my ethnicity, most 
people will inquire: "What is Mien?” 
This stands testament to our long 
history of unrecognition and under-

representation. 

I feel that with the IMSF, I am par-
taking in a longstanding effort to 
challenge this status quo. It seems as 
though the Iu Mien community is 
honoring me, along with many oth-
ers, with the privilege of forging a 
path of empowerment for my com-
munity through education and to 
represent it in a place of excel-
lence. Having been given such an 
honor, I now have more motivation 
to excel in my studies, not only to 
empower myself, but my community. 

 

For being a nation with no country 
and arising from refugee camps, 
there is no doubt that there is a 
strong sense of unity within the Iu 
Mien community. I find this amazing 
and want to contribute to the pres-
ervation of this resilience in my 
culture and my people. An organi-
zation such as LIMCA is a wonderful 
medium of preserving our ancient 
culture and the means of allowing 
our culture and future generations 
to thrive. For example, the IMSF, 
money is awarded to the younger 
generations to succeed in college 
and ultimately to succeed in life in a 
world where, unlike that of the 
older generation where their lives 
revolved around agriculture to 
survive, education is necessary for 
excelling and even just surviving. 
This is where it may become difficult 
for some Iu Mien students. Some do 
not have the necessary means to 
access this education. But through 
the IMSF, students are given sup-
port to achieve this higher level of 
education, not only helping the 
individual students but also their 
culture to establish itself in the 
world, unlike in the past.  From this 
we can move to a brighter future, in 
which a path can be paved through 

education.  

My dream for the Iu Mien commu-
nity is for it to stand strong for the 
first time in a long time. It would be 
very exciting to see in the future 
that there is even more of  this 
retention of its resilience: adapting 

and surviving.  

I want to stand as proof for the 
youth in my community that the 
notion of college being impossible is 
simply untrue and that our commu-
nity no longer has to feel the pres-
sure of underrepresentation through 
our prominence in places of excel-
lence, especially those of higher 

education. 

It is true that there needs to be 
action to support our present to 
allow for a brighter future, espe-
cially for a community that arose 
from so many hardships. Again I 
would like to express how humbling 
it is to have received  this scholar-
ship from the IMSF of LIMCA; to be 
honored by the Iu Mien community 
and carry on their legacy into the 

future. Thank you. 

 

- Andrew Saephan 

IMSF recipient 2013 

Andrew Saephan, Class of  2013 

Invest in Leadership Today for Change Tomorrow  

“HAVING THIS 

SCHOLARSHIP 

REALLY 

LIGHTENED  THE 

FINANCIAL 

BURDEN AND 

ALLOWED ME TO 

FOCUS ON  MY 

STUDIES. “ 

“WE CAN MOVE 

TO A BRIGHTER 

FUTURE, IN 

WHICH A PATH 

CAN BE PAVED 

THROUGH 

EDUCATION.“ 
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I am now a second year, Com-
puter Science major at UC 
Davis, and my experience has 
been up and down; that is 
why my experience has been 
so great. These past two 
years, I have actually learned 
who I am and who I can be. It 
has allowed me to grow into 
the person who I am today. 
College has allowed me to not 
only think about my future, but 
think about myself as a whole.  

 
I am so grateful for the IMSF 
scholarship. I was able to use 
it to pay for my books in my 
first year, some school sup-
plies, as well as tuition. It took 
some stress off of me; I did 
not have to worry about 
where I would get the funds to 
pay for my supplies or about 
putting the financial stress on 
my parents. 
 
Receiving this scholarship 
meant a lot to me. Before 
knowing I got the scholarship, I 
was really down because I 
had applied to almost twenty 
scholarships but received 
none. When I got the call 
about receiving this scholar-
ship, I was ecstatic. I started 
having more hope when it 
came to scholarships. I use the 

hope I gained from this to 
motivate me through my stud-
ies. If I can gain so much from 
a time I was really down, I can 
do anything. 
 
IMSF is a great organization. 
As Iu Mien students, we go 
through the struggle of having 
to explain to people where 
we are from or what our cul-
ture is. We are also a minor-
ity. Many minorities have little 

to no encouragement of pursu-
ing higher education. Also, 
some may be in a financial 
situation where they cannot 
afford to continue school. IMSF 
is here to encourage the youth 
to keep going. Just because 
we are stuck in a little place 
does not mean we have to 
stay there forever. IMSF is a 
source of hope and encour-
agement. 
 
I am hoping to graduate in 
June 2015 instead of June 
2016. I am working rigorously 
to gain knowledge about com-
puter science and perfect my 
programming skills in order to 
be a software engineer in the 
near future. I attend career 
fairs and ask multiple ques-
tions about the company pre-
senting. I use my skills learned 

from my classes to present 
myself to the company repre-
sentatives. I am working hard 
to receive an internship for the 
summer. 
 
I love helping the youth. Right 
now, I would like to mentor Iu 
Mien youth and help them 
through whatever they need. 
In the future, I hope that I will 
have full knowledge of my 
culture and pass it on to the 

younger Iu Mien generation. I 
would also like to help the 
elderly when it comes to get-
ting their health insurance or 
even making sure they receive 
the right benefits – but I will 
have to learn more about that 
first. 
 
This theme applies to the Iu 
Mien community because we 
have leaders who are rising 
up. For example, we have the 
IMSF committee taking the 
initiative to help our students. 
We also have rising leaders in 
our youth. If we invest in them 
today, we can see some 
changes in the future that will 
benefit us all. 
 

- Chanelle Jose 
IMSF recipient 2012 

Channelle Jose, Class of  2012 

Invest in Leadership Today for Change Tomorrow  

 

“IMSF IS HERE TO 

ENCOURAGE THE 

YOUTH TO KEEP 

GOING; JUST 

BECAUSE WE ARE 

STUCK IN A LITTLE 

PLACE DOES NOT 

MEAN WE HAVE TO 

STAY THERE 

FOREVER.”  

2013 IMSF recipients: 

Left to right: Daniel Yaangh, 

Chia Saechao, Meuy Saechou, 

Beverly Saechin, and Andrew 

Saephan 
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I'm a great believer that 

education is critical to success 

and I'm so pleased that Iu 

Mien parents are instilling 

that in their children and that 

going to college has become 

an expectation and not just 

an option.  

 

Thank you to all the past, 

present and future donors, 

volunteers, and supporters 

for your contributions to 

IMSF. It's a winning invest-

ment in the future we’re cre-

ating for the youth, their 

family, and ultimately for 

our country. We sincerely 

appreciate what you have 

I'm so proud to be a part of 

a community that gives so 

much to supporting the young 

leaders of our future. To 

many of our recipients the 

scholarship means more than 

just reducing the burden of 

college expenses, it is the 

encouragement and invest-

ment in their education and 

as leaders for the Iu Mien 

community and society. It's so 

great to see so many past 

recipients graduate with 

successful careers and give 

back to the Iu Mien commu-

nity both with their time and 

as donors.   

given to keep this scholarship 

going over the past 16 

years and hope we can con-

tinue for many more years.  

- Michelle Chao 

IMSF Chair 2014 
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c/o Lao Iu Mien Culture 

Association 

485 105th Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94603 

V i s i t  u s  o n  F a c e B o o k  a t :  

w ww. f a c e b o o k . c o m /

i u m i e n s c h o l a r s h i p f u n d  

For more information contact: 

Michelle Chao 

michellechao@limcacenter.org 
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2014 IMSF Committee 

Members: 

Michelle Chao, Chair 

Jimmy Chao 

Seng Fong 

Cynthia Phan 

Yoon Saechao 

Julia Saelee 

Erica Saephan 

The Iu Mien Scholarship Fund (IMSF) was formed in May 1997 

by the Lao Iu Mien Culture Association to address the educa-

tional needs of the Iu Mien community.  The purpose of the 

IMSF is to provide financial support for the Iu Mien students in 

pursuit of higher education and to encourage Iu Mien youth to 

take leadership in the Iu Mien community.  The scholarship 

aims to propel students to excel through ways that are not 

provided by conventional awards.   

Since 1997, the Lao Iu Mien Culture Association, Inc. (LIMCA) 

has been awarding scholarships to graduating high school 

seniors and G.E.D. students in pursuit of higher education 

through the Iu Mien Scholarship Fund (IMSF).  As of 2013, 

LIMCA has awarded over 100 scholarships totaling over 

$65,000 and this would not be possible without the dedicated 

individuals of the IMSF Committee and the generosity of our 

committed donors over the past 16 years. 

Please join us by supporting this unique program with a dona-

tion, attendance at the scholarship event, or both.  This year’s 

event will be held on  Friday, June 27th, from 6:00-9:00 PM 

at Lake Merritt United Methodist Church, 1330 Lakeshore 

Avenue, Oakland, CA. 

IMSF Mission Statement 

IMSF Committee 2013 

2012 Iu Mien graduation 


